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“They're fickle machines, a respondent says

Vet when parents answered, 46% suid

adh vre sufer. Leeson'
the district's chief officer of school leader-
1 formance. told board members
th estion was designed to gauge

devices

eptior of the parents is straight
perception,” bourd
ti Swett told Taylor. “But

ikt wetually in the building, it'sa

in Jamy appre
ependiture to lease them. More funds
Liuter lust year to sup
i uf Horizont
Instruction and Training Center, the dis
rnative high school. Those de-
re rolled out in March

stion, the dis
hland high
“How have
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1 fee] the school is sufer

« around 47% of
tudents said they “somewhat ™ or “strong

agree, while almost 22% said that they
mewh
When teachers answered, about 48%
iid they “somewhat™ or “strongly” agree

ith the statement

r “strongly” diss

le 83% “somewhat”

STUDENTS SHARE SPECIFIC
CONCERNS

In mare specific survey responses ob
tained by The Salt Lake Tribune through

wrds request, one student said
the devices® alerts go off. secu
don’t actually check the bags.
staff do decide to check bags, “it

tors themselves caused a student to be late

od 2 §1.44 mil-

stutement,

ut 8:45 [am] —
you got somebody that's getting out of a
car in the front of the school building at
B:40), 8:43." he szid. In thut case, he said,
a student would likely still be lute to class,
rdless of the screening process
Junuary bourd meeting, Leeson also
that peaple are not stopped
unless un alert is sounded

ording to district data. 126,092 de-
re logged at the three high
schools bétween Feb. 1 and March 81, the
latest reporting period. The alerts were
tagged with descriptors of what was de-
tected, if anything, including comput-
ers and other technology: umbrellas; and
“gun/law enforcement ”

District spokesperson Yandary Chatwin
suid the “gun /liw enfor " alerttag
only pertains to adults ¢

She added that the devices dete
students carrying firenrms in the F
ary and Murch reporting period. W
that time frame, however, the district took
disciplinary action nst tw
meaning administrators cont
lies regurding “found items " It is unc
what those items were.

‘A WASTE OF TAXPAYER
MIONEY,” ONE TEACHER SAYS

According to the survey responses, some
students feel the machines don't work
properly

“I've seen officers walk through and fthe
machines] not 2o off. even though the offi
cer is carrying multiple weapons.” one re-
sponse stated. “Thes machines
in the fact that som bag gets
flagged for no reason. and sometimes it
doesn’t.”

Other students felt that weapons could
still be snuck into school, the responses in
dicate — su aperson with  wea
came to school before B u.m. or after 4:30
p.m.. the window during which the weap
ons detectors operate.

Leeson acknowledged that the devi

“are not the end-all, be-all, " but instead one

piece of securit: intended to keep students
safe
More security measures are expected
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in accordance with legislution passed this
year, Chatwin said, including HB84, from
Rep, Ryan Wilcox, R-Ogden, which allowsa
designated school employee — or  “schod]
guardiun” — to'be armed and trained to re-
spond in emergency situations.
A school guardian cun be any schol
uffer, excluding teachers or principals.
me law also requires that pub-
lic schools install panic buttons in every
classroom

In addition to the over $1'million spent
on leasing the weapons detectors, the dis-
trict ulso approved spending $1.1 million in
August to stuff the detectors through Pal-
American Security Inc.

One of the “negative themes” the dis-
trict found in its survey was that, as one

teacher suid, the move felt like “n waste of
taxpayer money that could be better allo.
cated to other needs.”

Parents expressed similar conoerns,
with one describing the devices as “secu-

rity theater thut mukes peaple feel sufer
without actuslly accomplishing anything
at a huge cost.”

Chutwin said the decision to lease out
the devices for 48 moniths amounted to a
“trinl period.”

“H we find thut there husn't been any
benefit and it might not be worth the cost,
then we won't renew that lease,” she said
“But to rezlly see what impact this could
have, we're going to keep it for the full
length of thut lease and evaluate it from
there™

There’s a perfect place for

your mom or dad.

And we’ll help you find it.
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We know tiiat finding the right senior care for your mom
or dad is a big decision. That's where A Place for Mom
comes in. Our senior living advisory service ensures you'll
get @ full understanding of all the options in your area
based on your loved one's care needs and budget.

You'll get more than just expert advice and

recommendations. You'll also get peace of mind.

Start the conversation with one of our expert Senior

Living Advisors today.

Our service comes at no cost to your family.
Connect with us at 866.333.4907.

THE PLACE FOR SENIOR LIVING ADVICE
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